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retired to a convent. See her Memoires
(trans. 1895); studies by H. N. Williams
(1903), G. True (1936), H. Carre (1939).

MONTESQUIEU, Charles de Secondat, Baron
de la Brede et de, mo-tes-kyce (1689-1755),
French philosopher and jurist, was bom
January 18 at the chateau La Brede near
Bordeaux, became counsellor of the par/ement
of Bordeaux in 1714, and its president in
1716. He discharged the duties of his office
faithfully, but, till defective eyesight hindered
him, by preference devoted himself to scienti-
fic researches. His first great literary success
was the Lettres persanes (1721), containing a
satirical description, put in the mouths of two
Persian visitors to Paris, of French society.
Weary of routine work, he sold his office in
1726, and then settled in Paris. He travelled
for three years to study political and social
institutions, visiting, among other places,
England, where he remained for two years
(1729-31), mixing with its best society,
frequenting the Houses of Parliament, study-
ing the political writings of Locke, and
analysing the English constitution. Causes
de la grandeur des Romains et de leur decad-
ence (1734) is perhaps the ablest of his works.
His monumental De Fesprit des lots (1748)
was published anonymously and put on the
Index, but passed through twenty-two
editions in less than two years. By the spirit
of laws he means their raispn d'etre, and the
conditions determining their origin, develop-
ment and forms; the discussion of the
influence of climate was novel. The work,
which held up the free English constitution
to the admiration of Europe, had an immense
influence. In 1750 he published a Defense de
resprit des lots* followed afterwards by
Lysimaque (1748), a dialogue on despotism,
Arsace et Ismenie, a romance, and an essay
on taste in the Encyclopedie. A member of
the French Academy since 1728, he died,
totally blind, at Paris, February 10. See
books by Sorel (trans. 1887), Sir C. P. Ilbert
(1904), Barckhausen (1907), Churton Collins
(1908), J. Dedieu (1913), G. Lanson (1932),
F. T. H. Fletcher (1939), P. Barriere (1946).

MONTESSORI, Maria (1870-1952), Italian
doctor and educationalist, born at Rome,
studied feeble-minded children, and developed
(c. 1909), a system of education for children
of three to six based on spontaneity and
freedom from restraint. The system was
later worked out for older children. See her
The Montessori Method (rev. ed. 1919).
See Lives by A. M. Maccheroni (Edinburgh
1947), E. M. Standing (1958).

MONTEVERDI, Claudio (1567-1643), Italian
composer, born at Cremona, was the eldest
son of a doctor. As a pupil of Ingegneri at
Cremona cathedral between 1580 and 1590
he became a proficient yiolist and learnt the
art of composition, publishing a set of three-
part choral pieces, Cantiunculae Sacrae, at the
age of fifteen. About 1590 he was appointed
court musician to the Duke of Mantua,
with whose retinue he travelled in Switzerland
and the Netherlands, and whose maestro di
capella he became in 1602. In 1612 the duke
died and his successor dismissed Monteverdi,
who returned to Cremona in straitened
circumstances with arrears of salary unpaid.

Luckily the post of maestro di capella at St
Mark's, Venice, fell vacant in 1613, vaad he
was appointed, remaining there until his
death. By his efforts the musical reputation
of that church, sadly declined since the great
days of the Gabrielis (q.v.j, was restored to
its former high position. Monteverdi left
no purely instrumental compositions. His
8 books of madrigals, which appeared at
regular intervals between 1587 and 1638, em-
body m the later examples some audaciously
experimental harmonies which brought
much criticism from academic quarters but
underlined the composer's originality and
pioneering spirit, while his first opera, Orfeo
(1607), with its programmatic use of orchestral
sonorities, its dramatic continuity and the
obbligato character of the accompaniment,
marked a considerable advance in the evolu-
tion of the genre. The two surviving operas
of his later period, // Ritorno d'Ulisse (1641)
and L'Incoronazione di Popped (1642), both
written when he was well past seventy, show
further development towards the Baroque
style and foreshadow the use of the leitmotif.
Monteverdi's greatest contribution to church
music is the magnificent Mass and Vespers
of the Virgin (1610;, the excellence of which
was a deciding factor in his appointment to
St Mark's, and which contained tone colours
and harmonies well in advance of its time.
Among other new features introduced by
Monteverdi were the orchestral ritornelio, and
the use of tremolo and pizzicato. Monte-
verdi has been called the * last rnadrigalist
and first opera composer *, an inaccurate
designation which, even if it were entirely
true, would not be the reason for the immense
importance of his role, which is that of a
great innovator at one of the most formative
periods in the history of musical style. See
works by H. Pnraieres (trans. 1926), G. F.
Malipiero (Milan 1930), Schrade (1951) and
Redlich (1952).
MONTEZ, Lola (1818-61), Irish dancer and
adventuress, born at Limerick, after an
unsuccessful marriage turned dancer at Her
Majesty's Theatre, and while touring Europe,
came to Munich (1846), where she soon won
an ascendency over the eccentric artist-king,
Louis I, who created her Countess of Lands-
feld. For a twelvemonth she exercised
enormous influence in favour of Liberalism
and against the Jesuits; but the revolution
of 1848 sent her adrift. She died, a penitent,
at Astoria, Long Island. See her Autobio-
graphy (1858); books by H. Wyndham
(1935), I. Goldberg (1936), H. Holdredge
(1957).
MONTEZUMA, the name of two Mexican
emperors:
Monteznma I (c. 1390-1464), ascended the
throne about 1437, annexed Chalco, and
crushed the Tlascalans.
Montezuma II (1466-1520), last Mexican
emperor, succeeded in 1502, was a distin-
guished warrior and legislator and died during
the Spanish conquest. (See CORTES). One
of his descendants was viceroy of Mexico
1697-1701. The last, banished from Spain
for liberalism, died at New Orleans 1836.
See study by M, Collis (1954).
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